
Collection Total for February 23, 2025           
 
          Envelopes: $1,335.00 (36) 
          Loose:         $32.00 
          Total:          $1,367.00 
Weekly Amount Needed:  $1,400.00 
Building Fund: $25.00 (2) 

Easter Flowers: $250.00 (11) 

**************************************** 

March Bulletins: For The Parish  

March Missalettes: For The Parish   

*Available for 2025. Contact Ashley to schedule. 

Prices are $100 to sponsor missalettes and $50 

for bulletins for a month.* 

**************************************** 

PARISH EVENTS: 

Monday, March 3 – Burning of the Blessed Palms 
in Courtyard at St. Joseph-Olney, 8:15am 
Tuesday, March 4– ASAP Prayer Service and 

Adoration at St. Joseph-Stringtown, 9:30am. 

Sisters in Christ at St. Joseph-Stringtown, 10am. 
Eucharistic Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at 
St. Joseph-Olney, 12-3pm. Must be 2 people in the 
church at all times.  
OCIA at St. Joseph-Olney, Room B, 6pm. 
Wednesday, March 5 – Deacon Jack Bible Study at 
St. Joseph-Olney, 9:15am. 
Sisters in Christ at Holy Cross-Wendelin Parish 
Center, 5:30pm. 
Thursday, March 6 – Brothers in Christ at Holy 
Cross Parish House, 7pm. 
Friday, March 7 – Stations of the Cross at St. 
Joseph-Stringtown, 6:30pm. 
Saturday, March 8 – St. Joseph School Bingo Bash 
at St. Joseph-Stringtown Parish Center. Tickets are 
sold out. Doors open at 5:30pm and bingo begins 
at 7pm. 
Saturday, March 9 – Donut Sunday at St. Joseph-
Stringtown Parish Center, Following Mass 
Friday, March 14 – Newton Knights of Columbus 
Lenten Fry-Day Fish Fry to benefit Holy Cross 
Parish & Rebuild Project, Newton KC Hall, 4:30-
7:00pm.  

Sunday, March 16 – Stringtown Community Club 
Blood Drive at St. Joseph-Stringtown Parish 
Center, 7:30-11:30am 
 
CAROLINE TRIMBLE - PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: 
If YOU do not die with Christ, you will not RISE 
with HIM! The season of Lent begins in just a few 
days so how might you enrich your Lenten 
journey? Here are some simple and yet fruitful 
suggestions: Prayer- make this a priority every 
morning- throughout the day - and night! Pick up 
those rosary beads- Pray the Stations of the Cross- 
Talk to God and make your home a place where He 
can be found!  Fast- give up certain Likes – but take 
on some serious mortifications. Possibly, add in 
another day for fasting – this can be more than just 
food- try giving up your favorite entertainment- 
social media- put away the cellphone earlier than 
usual. Alms-- make “giving” something you do 
daily. This can be achieved in numerous ways, 
smile, be kind, speak to others, extend Christian 
charity, and essentially be a blessing!  Pray + Fast + 
Give Alms and embrace your crosses this Lenten 
journey.  
Live a Jubilee year as a “Pilgrim of Hope.” Our Lady 
of Fatima, pray for us! 
 
STRINGTOWN COMMUNITY CLUB: 
The next Stringtown Community Club Blood Drive 
at St. Joseph-Stringtown will be held on Sunday, 
March 16. The Stringtown Community Club will 
meet on Tuesday, March 4, at 7:00pm at the 
Parish Center. Someone will speak on behalf of 
Gaitway to Motion. Ashlie Zwilling, Kathy Zuber 
and Janice Zuber will provide refreshments. 
 
SISTERS IN CHRIST:  
Join us for the study on: Tuesday mornings, 10am 
at St. Joseph-Stringtown Parish Center. Contact 
Janette Kocher or Caroline Trimble, if interested. 
Wednesday evenings, 5:30pm at Holy Cross Parish 
Center. Contact Kristi Sandschafer or Caroline 
Trimble. (On Wednesday evenings – childcare 
available!) 

BAPTISM: 
The Sacrament of Baptism represents the first step 
in a lifelong journey of discipleship.  To inquire 
about a Baptism and/or to schedule a date, 
contact Caroline Trimble, Pastoral Associate by 
emailing ctrimblepa@gmail.com or calling 618-
263-7106.  
 
ST. JOSEPH OLNEY SCHOOL NEWS: 
Join us Monday, March 3 at 8:15 am for burning of 
the palms in the courtyard! 
 
BIRTHDAY CARD SHOWER: 
Happy Birthday to Carl Kessler! He is turning 85 on 
March 4th and would love to receive cards to 
celebrate. Please send cards to Carl at 1211 
Shurron Street, Olney, IL 62450. 
 
PALMS:  
Please bring your blessed palms to church this 
weekend! There will be a basket in the vestibule.  
 
BASKETS: 
The basket committee will have leftover empty 
baskets available at Donut Sunday, March 9th after 
Mass. We want to downsize and recycle. If you can 
use any baskets for the Picnic, please come and 
check them out. There are baskets to use for 
Easter, too. If you have any questions, please 
contact Mona Kocher at 618-843-6662 or Kathy 
Zuber at 618-869-2306. 
 
DONATIONS NEEDED FOR WINE PULL: 
The St. Joseph School Bingo Bash is quickly 
approaching! It is not too late to donate unopened 
bottles of wine for this year's Wine Pull.  So far, 
our donations are a little lower than in past 
years.  With your help, we can make this another 
successful event!  If you have a bottle or two to 
donate, please drop off in one of the church boxes 
by March 2nd.  You can drop off at the school 
office up until Friday, March 7th. Thank you! 
 
 

2025 STRINGTOWN PICNIC COMMITTEE NEWS: 
The 2025 Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, July 20th. 
Cash donations for the purchase of beef, ham, 
porkburgers, expense for the entertainment, 
prizes, and raffles are welcomed and can be given 
to any Picnic Chair. 
We would like to welcome Chad and Jenny 
Hancock as the new chairs to the Raffle Stand. 
This year we are asking the parishioners help in 
contacting businesses and colleting prizes for the 
raffles. If you are interested in helping the 
committee, please come to the Parish Center after 
Mass on March 9th to select the businesses you 
would be interested in contacting. 
Noodle Day is scheduled for May 17th at the 
Stringtown Parish Center. Thank you! 
Picnic Chairs are Lisa Boehl (Financial & Kitchen), 
Janice Zwilling (Beer Garden, Entertainment, 
50/50, Bingo), Francis Ochs (Food Stand), Mona 
Kocher (Basket Stand), Chad & Jenny Hancock 
(Raffle Stand); Ethan Steber & Delaney Steber 
(Cake Stand, Country Store, & Games), Shelly 
Seaman (Kids Games), and Scott Seiler (Grounds & 
Maintenance) 
 
ST. JOSEPH-OLNEY BIBLE STUDY: 
Wednesdays at 9:15am, Room B. Deacon Jack will 
take you through the readings for the First Sunday 
of Lent. As a child of God, you will encounter 
temptations this Lent. Bible Study will help you 
learn how Jesus knows exactly how to overcome 
the devil. Go to Jesus for help. And go to Bible 
Study to learn all about it 
 
LIVE STREAM OF MASSES: 
Live streaming of the 8am masses on Sunday and 
Wednesday are now available! To watch live, go to 
stjosephchurcholney.com, click on the red 
YouTube image in the top right corner of the 
screen. Please share with those who may not be 
able to attend in person. 
 
 
 

mailto:ctrimblepa@gmail.com


LENTEN COMPANIONS: 
Please grab a Lenten Companion in the vestibule. 
By spending a few moments meditating on the 
inspiring daily reflections and the short prayers 
that follow them, you will accompany Jesus 
through his Passion and Death, emerging on Easter 
Sunday to the overflowing joy of his Resurrection. 
Let the profound yet practical insights you will find 
in this little spiritual treasury form and focus 
your spiritual life, filling it with new conviction and 
purpose. 
 
KIDS BULLETIN: 
There will be both kid’s bulletins and Lenten 
Calendars for Children available this weekend. 
Please utilize these wonderful resources available 
for our parish children. 
 
OLNEY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: 
Friday, March 7th – First fish fry! Thursday, March 
13 – 3rd Degree Meeting at 7pm in Meeting Room 
off of MPR at St. Joseph-Olney. Thursday, March 
20 – 4th Degree Meeting at 7pm in Meeting Room 
off of MPR at St. Joseph-Olney. Top three winners 
from the 6th-8th Grade Spelling Bee qualify for the 
Regional Knights of Columbus Spelling Bee at Mt. 
Vernon at St. Mary's Parish Center at 10:30am on 
Saturday, March 15th. Good luck Yzabella Biyok, 
Camden Blank, and Nora McClain!  
Olney Knights Friday Fish Frys at Olney City Park 
Community Building – Serving 5-8 or until sold out. 
Menu will include fried fish, hashbrown patty, 
baked beans, corn, green beans, salad, and 
beverage. Dessert by donation. Adults are $13 and 
Children 12 & Under are $8. Proceeds to benefit – 
March 7: Mentor Richland County, March 14: 
Senior Citizens Center, St. Joseph School, Richland 
County Hope, Fall Kids Mall, and Olney Valor 
Quilters.  
 
RESPECT LIFE CORNER:  
The Gospel of Life is “meant to be a precise and 
vigorous reaffirmation of the value of human life 
and its inviolability, and at the same time a 

pressing appeal addressed to each and every 
person, in the name of God: respect, protect, love 
and serve life, every human life! Only in this 
direction will you find justice, development, true 
freedom, peace and happiness!” (The Gospel of 
Life 5). 
 
RETREAT OPPORTUNITY: 
Family Lenten Retreat at St. Isidore on Sat, March 
8 beginning with Mass at 10am at St. Aloysius 
Church. You may signup by emailing 
office@stisidore.dio.org. Please call Karla Slifer 
217-690-5282 or Stephanie Niemerg 217-821-5970 
if you have questions. 
 
SURROUNDING PARISH EVENTS: 
St. Mary’s Brunch will be held on Sunday, March 
2nd 8am-12 noon at St. Mary’s Parish Center in Ste. 
Marie!  
 
2025 CATHOLIC SERVICE & MINISTRY APPEAL: 
This weekend our parish, along with all other 
parishes in the diocese will conduct our Catholic 
Service & Ministry Appeal. The CSMA provides a 
convenient way for all of us, no matter what our 
time limitations, to take an active role in the 
mission of our diocesan Church. If you did not 
receive a pledge card in the mail or forget to bring 
it, please use one of the reply envelopes that are 
available. Please be as generous as you are able. 
Remember In Our Prayers – Rick Rennier, Teresa 

Zehner, Luke G. Kocher, Judy Brown, Brenda 
Zuber 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, March 02, 2025 
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sunday, March 2, 8:00am at St. Joseph-
Stringtown “Elmer & Elfreida Zwilling+” 
Monday, March 3, 6:30pm at St. Joseph-
Stringtown “Lawrence & Magdalene Zwilling+” 
Tuesday, March 4, 5:00pm at St. Lawrence-
Lawrenceville 
Wednesday, March 5, Ash Wednesday, 8:05am at 
St. Joseph-Olney, 8:00am at St. Lawrence-
Lawrenceville, 6:30pm at Holy Cross-Wendelin, 
6:30pm at St. Joseph-Stringtown “For the Parish” 
Thursday, March 6, 6:30pm at Holy Cross-
Wendelin 
Friday, March 7, 8:00am at St. Joseph-Olney 
Saturday, March 8, 4:00pm at Holy Cross-
Wendelin; 5:00pm at St. Joseph-Olney 
Sunday, March 9, 8:00am at St. Joseph-
Stringtown “Herman, Ethel, & Kathy Zwilling+”, 
8:00am at St. Joseph-Olney, 10:00am at Holy 
Cross-Wendelin, 10:00am at St. Lawrence-
Lawrenceville 
03/02/2025                                     03/09/2025  
Servers: Servers:  
Kaitlyn Ginder Emmitt Kocher 
Haley Ginder Gabriel Volk 
Gus Kocher   Will Volk 
Lector: Lector: 
Anita Seiler  Jocelyn Kocher 
EMHC: EMHC:  
Scott Seiler Gary Kocher 
Jenny Hancock Beth Kocher  
Gary Zwilling                                 Owen Kocher 
Gifts: Gifts: 
Ray Schneider  Wayne Kocher  
Family  Family 
Ushers: Ushers:  
Werner Kocher James Schneider 
Mallory Kocher Evelyn Volk 
Greeters: Greeters: 
Doug & Lora Jean Kocher 
Kocher Family   Family 
Children’s Liturgy:                         Children’s Liturgy:                         
Janette & Mallory                           Donna & Natalie                            

St. Joseph Church 
In Stringtown, Illinois 

P.O. Box 10, Dundas, IL 62425 
 

 
(GPS address:  6342 N. Stringtown Rd, Olney, 

IL 62450) Phone: 618-754-3676 
Email: stjoestringtown@hotmail.com 

Web site: www.stjosephstringtown.com 
 

Very Rev. Fr. Steven Beatty, V.G_________Pastor 
Cell___________________________618-697-2632 
E-mail_____________frsteven.beatty@gmail.com 
 
Reverend Felix Chukwuma______________Pastor 
Fr. Felix’s Cell___________________812-899-2415 
E-mail_______________chibuchuma@yahoo.com 
 
Caroline Trimble____________Pastoral Associate 
Caroline’s Cell__________________ 618-263-7106 
E-mail_________________ctrimblePA@gmail.com 
 
Tyler Timm___________________Youth Minister 
Tyler’s Cell____________________507-530-2911 
Tyler’s E-mail___________ttimm@stjoeolney.com 
 
Ashley Hinterscher_____Administrative Assistant 
Ashley’s Cell____________________618-843-1892 
Office Phone___________________618-754-3676 
E-mail___________stjoestringtown@hotmail.com  
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday 9-2pm & Thursday 
9am-1pm 

Pope Francis Monthly Prayer Intention 
MARCH – FOR FAMILIES IN CRISIS 

Let us pray that broken families might 
discover the cure for their wounds 

through forgiveness, rediscovering each 
other’s gifts, even in their differences. 
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