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Church Newsletter

Tri Parish News

october 2026

St. Joseph, olney Holy Cross, Wendelin St. Joseph, Stringtown

Mass times Mass times Mass times

Wed. & Fri 8:00 am
Sat. 5:00 pm
Sun. 8:00 am

Thurs. 6:30 pm
Sat. 4:00 pm

Sun. 10:00 am

Mon. 6:30 pm
Sun. 8:00 am

St. Joseph, Stringtown
Prayer service & adoration every

Tuesday at 9:30 am.

St. Joseph, Olney
Every Tuesday from 12-3 pm

Holy Cross, Wendelin
Thursdays at 5:30 pm until mass

time at 6:30 pm.

There must always be at least 2 people in the church

Adoration

On Sunday, October 18, the Church celebrates World Mission Sunday
which invites all of us to respond to Christ's call to be missionary disciples.
This year, we mark the 100th anniversary of World Mission Sunday, 2026.

The theme "One in Christ, United in Mission" speaks eloquently, beautifully,
and powerfully of the unfading, ongoing work of divine love living and

effective in our humble acts of sharing God-given gifts in faith. The spirit of
the Blessed Fulton J. Sheen, who was Director of the Pontifical Mission

Society in the United States from 1950 to 1966, continues to inspire the
holy work of propagating faith in this country and around the world. The
funds collected during World Mission Sunday help our Holy Father Pope
Leo XIV spearhead the work of evangelization of the Gospel of mercy and

compassion around the world. It further helps us become beacons of hope,
fanning the flame of the Good News, unity in Christ, and peace in one

service of the Kingdom of God on earth. For these reasons, I ask that you
generously support this special collection. Together we can continue to

write the next chapter of the Church's missionary story. 
Peace,  Most Reverend Godfrey Mullen, OSB



Saturday & Sunday, Oct. 3-4th
Confirmation Commitment
Weekend: Confirmandi should
bring their confirmation
preparation covenant papers to
mass. 

Wednesday, October 7th

6:30 PM, Family Catechesis at
Holy Cross: Our Focus this month
will be Sacrifice of Praise. 

Saturday & Sunday Oct. 10-11th

At all masses and at all the
parishes, 2nd grade students may
receive a chalice as a part of the
Kitchen Table Catechesis. 

Sunday, October 11th

9 am, donut and coffee social after
the 8 am mass in Olney. 
9 am, CYM mass and meeting at
Holy Cross. 
5:30 pm, Youth Group meets at
Stringtown. 

Monday, October 12  - Columbus Dayth

No school and no mass.
Priests at Convocation until 10/15. 

Wednesday, October 14th

Happy Birthday to Fr. Steven!! We
are so thankful for all that you do
for our parishes!! 
Prayer Service at 8 am, no mass.
6:30 pm, CYM bible study at HC.
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“Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground, for it is the time to seek the
LORD, that He may come and rain righteousness upon you.”   - Hosea 10:12 ESV

This October, St. Joseph School is uniting daily to pray a decade of
the Rosary as a school family. This special month of prayer will
culminate on All Souls’ Day, when 5th–8th graders gather at the
cemetery to pray a full Rosary for our dearly departed.

Friday, October 2- bring your pets and gather for a Pet Blessing in the
grassy lot north of the school at 2:30pm in honor of St. Francis of
Assisi's feast day.
Monday, October 12- No School, Columbus Day
Tuesday, October 13- School picture day
Friday, October 16- Courtyard Band concert at 2:30pm
October 21-23- 8th grade visits Camp Ondessonk
October 22- 11:50 Dismissal, Parent Teacher Conferences
October 23- No School
October 28- 1:50 Dismissal

St. Joseph School News

Friday, October 16th

2:30 pm, courtyard band concert
Set up for the Smorg. begins

Saturday, October 17th

7:00 pm, CYM bonfire at
Stringtown.  

Sunday, October 18th

10 am- 2 pm, Annual St. Joseph
Smorgasbord and Bazaar. All are
welcome for food, fun, and
friendship! 

Monday, October 19th

6 pm, Family Life Center may be
coming to the Olney
Community!! Informational
meeting at the Olney Community
Building at the City Park. If you
are interested in Family Life
coming to Olney please attend.

Sunday, October 25th

The proceeds raised for Kristen
Kennedy will be given to the
family at 10:00 am Mass in
Wendelin, wear your T-Shirt that
Sunday as a sign of support for
this family. Following mass there
will be a carry-in meal and basket
raffle. Please bring your favorite
side dish or dessert. Thank you
for your support!
5:30 pm, Youth Group at HC.

Tuesday, October 27th

5:30 pm, Mass with Bishop
Godfrey at St. Joseph, Olney. All
are welcome for the mass and
those who were asked to stay for
the workshop to follow please
do so.

Wednesday, October 28th

6:30 pm, CYM pickleball
tournament at Olney. 

Thursday, October 29th

Family Catechesis All Saints
Trunk or Treat. Mass at 6:30 pm
followed by trunk or treat
beginning at 7 pm. Come
dressed as your favorite saint! 

Sisters in Christ
"Friendship in the Lord" 
Tuesdays: Stringtown 10:00 am
Olney 5:00 pm
Wednesdays: Wendelin 5:30 pm 

Family Catechesis 
Our Focus this month will be Sacrifice of
Praise. Why do we call the Mass a
"Sacrifice"? We know Jesus died once for
all, so what are we bringing to the altar
every Sunday? Come to our family
presentation, "The Sacrifice of Praise,"
on Ocotber 7  at Holy Cross, 6:30 pm.th

around our parishes

Something New is Coming this Lent!
Welcome Retreat 2027

Are you looking for a way to quiet the noise, recharge your
spiritual life, and find real community? Join us for the
upcoming Welcome Retreat arriving in Lent 2027. This

transformative Saturday & Sunday experience is designed to
help you deepen your relationship with Christ and build

lasting connections with fellow parishioners. Please note that
this program features separate weekends for women and men
to foster open, meaningful sharing among peers. Exact dates
will be announced soon! For questions, more details, or early
interest, please contact Caroline Trimble, Pastoral Associate

(618-263-7106 / CTrimblePA@gmail.com) or Fr. Levi James
(618-240-3638 / levijamessiu@gmail.com).

mailto:CTrimblePA@gmail.com
mailto:levijamessiu@gmail.com


 







STJOEHOLYCROSS

stjosepholney.flocknote.com



Watch Now! Only on:

Diving into the beauty of the Faith has never been easier! Discover small 
group Bible studies, inspiring children’s shows, sacramental preparation 

resources, family-friendly movies, and more! There is something for every 
member of the family and your Catholic community to help them grow 

closer to Jesus Christ and his Church.  

Register for a free Formed account at signup.formed.org Use Zip Code: 62448



New Resources 
For Children

Children’s Missalettes
These missalettes are recommended for ages 5-12 and are a great
resource for helping our school age children follow along with the
mass. It includes a description of the sanctuary and all the prayers

during mass. These can be picked up at each mass by all of the
entrances to the church. Please return them at the end of mass. 

Mass Bags
These bags are recommended for ages 0-4 and include religious toys

and books. We currently have 3 bags available for children to use
during mass. These can be found by the main entrance to church on the

book shelf. Please return the bag and all of its contents at the end of
mass. If you would like to purchase one of these for your family to keep,

you can purchase one at the parish office for $54.









A great way to provide scholarship support for students attending a
Catholic School and earn a tax credit for yourself.

Donate through Empower Illinois
https://empowerillinois.org/

Empower Illinois is the state’s largest and most comprehensive Scholarship
Granting Organization, expanding quality education options for low-income

and working-class families through scholarships to private schools.

You can make a charitable investment in education through the tax credit scholarship
program!

How it works:

● Donate to St. Joseph School’s or St. Thomas School’s
scholarship fund through Empower Illinois.

○ Visit www.empowerillinois.org/donors
○ Find St. Joseph Grade School, Olney or St.

Thomas-Newton in Region 5 on the website

● Earn a 75% Tax Credit back to offset your tax liability!
○ For more information, contact an Empower Illinois tax

credit specialist at 312-392-0250

Schools can receive a $10,000 match for donations between
February 1-March 31.

https://empowerillinois.org/
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	around our parishes
	Tuesday, October 27th
	5:30 pm, Mass with Bishop Godfrey at St. Joseph, Olney. All are welcome for the mass and those who were asked to stay for the workshop to follow please do so.

	Wednesday, October 28th
	6:30 pm, CYM pickleball tournament at Olney.

	Thursday, October 29th
	Family Catechesis All Saints Trunk or Treat. Mass at 6:30 pm followed by trunk or treat beginning at 7 pm. Come dressed as your favorite saint!

	Sisters in Christ
	"Friendship in the Lord"
	Tuesdays: Stringtown 10:00 am Olney 5:00 pm
	Wednesdays: Wendelin 5:30 pm

	Family Catechesis
	Our Focus this month will be Sacrifice of Praise. Why do we call the Mass a "Sacrifice"? We know Jesus died once for all, so what are we bringing to the altar every Sunday? Come to our family presentation, "The Sacrifice of Praise," on Ocotber 7th at Holy Cross, 6:30 pm.
	Friday, October 16th
	2:30 pm, courtyard band concert
	Set up for the Smorg. begins

	Saturday, October 17th
	7:00 pm, CYM bonfire at Stringtown.

	Sunday, October 18th
	10 am- 2 pm, Annual St. Joseph Smorgasbord and Bazaar. All are welcome for food, fun, and friendship!

	Monday, October 19th
	6 pm, Family Life Center may be coming to the Olney Community!! Informational meeting at the Olney Community Building at the City Park. If you are interested in Family Life coming to Olney please attend.

	Sunday, October 25th
	The proceeds raised for Kristen Kennedy will be given to the family at 10:00 am Mass in Wendelin, wear your T-Shirt that Sunday as a sign of support for this family. Following mass there will be a carry-in meal and basket raffle. Please bring your favorite side dish or dessert. Thank you for your support!
	5:30 pm, Youth Group at HC.

	Saturday & Sunday, Oct. 3-4th
	Confirmation Commitment Weekend: Confirmandi should bring their confirmation preparation covenant papers to mass.

	Wednesday, October 7th
	6:30 PM, Family Catechesis at Holy Cross: Our Focus this month will be Sacrifice of Praise.

	Saturday & Sunday Oct. 10-11th
	At all masses and at all the parishes, 2nd grade students may receive a chalice as a part of the Kitchen Table Catechesis.

	Sunday, October 11th
	9 am, donut and coffee social after the 8 am mass in Olney.
	9 am, CYM mass and meeting at Holy Cross.
	5:30 pm, Youth Group meets at Stringtown.

	Monday, October 12th - Columbus Day
	No school and no mass.
	Priests at Convocation until 10/15.

	Wednesday, October 14th
	Happy Birthday to Fr. Steven!! We are so thankful for all that you do for our parishes!!
	Prayer Service at 8 am, no mass.
	6:30 pm, CYM bible study at HC.
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